
2025

UK Household
Plastic Packaging
Collection Survey

1

Data Summary



UK Household Plastic
Packaging Collection

Survey

2025

RECOUP is the UK’s leading independent authority and trusted voice on plastics resource
efficiency and recycling. As a registered charity, supported by our members, RECOUP aim to: 

Inspire collaboration by connecting the whole plastics value chain
Lead the continued development of a plastic circular economy, resource efficiency, recycling

and reuse
Educate the public and businesses on all aspects of plastics recycling and resource efficiency

The content and analysis contained in this report is based on the information received. While
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the contents of this publication,
RECOUP cannot accept responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions. Opinions

expressed by external contributors may not reflect RECOUP positions. Recommendations
provided herein are offered for the purpose of guidance only and should not be considered

legal advice. 

RECOUP publications are exclusively available to members for a period of 3 months before
being released to the open domain. All information contained in this report will remain the

subject of copyright and any reference made to this document must ensure that RECOUP is
credited.

This report has been written and researched by:

Veronika Pluharova - Projects Officer
Laura Hutchings - Projects & Data Manager

Steve Morgan - RECOUP Director
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1,154,000 
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of plastic packaging
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596kt
of household plastic packaging
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38%
lids on
bottles 89%

empty /
rinse

65%
flatten /
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loose

Advice to citizens

Nation collection
rates

Nation collection rates

52%
Wales40%

Scotland 45%
N Ireland

41%
England

21kg
of plastic

packaging
collected per

household

14kgplastic bottles

6kg plastic PTT

1kgplastic film

Plastic collected
for recycling

54%
source-separated

46%
Co-mingled

13.7 billion
plastic bottles used each year in the UK

38%
NOT collected for

recycling

Collection rate for all rigid
plastic packaging (bottles

and PTT) 

55%

49%
of UK waste plastic

packaging declared
as recycled is

exported

1 in 5

In England, of those that do
not already have film
collection at kerbside

are not intending on
introducing a scheme by the
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