
Plastic Packaging 
PRN/PERN 2022 Update

Including:
2022 arisings and recycling tonnage data

PRN/PERN spend reviews and trends
2022 PRN/PERN spend category analysis



Raw Data 2022

Source: Environment Agency



Raw Data 2022

Source: Environment Agency
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2022 UK Plastic Packaging Recycling Data
` 2022

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 2022 Total

Total Tonnes 267,619 291,603 286,103 308,219 1,153,545

UK Tonnes 147,362 159,745 158,861 152,782 618,750

UK as % 55% 55% 56% 50% 54%

Source: Environment Agency



2022 UK Plastic Packaging Recycling Rates

51%
UK Plastic Packaging 

Recycling Rate

1,154kt
Plastic Recycled

2,264kt
Plastic Placed on the 

Market

Sources: Valpak Packflow Covid-19 Phase 2 report (Figure 103), RECOUP 
UK Household Plastic Packaging Survey 2022 and Environment Agency



2022 PRN/PERN Revenue Data (all materials)
Total 2022 PRN/PERN Revenue:

£490m
Total 2022 Plastic PRN/PERN Revenue:

£228m
£103m from UK recycled plastic packaging (PRN)

£125m from exported plastic packaging (PERN)     

Source: Environment Agency
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Annual Plastic PRN/PERN Generation 
Total vs UK: 2017-2022
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Source: Environment Agency
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Average PRN Prices 2022

Source: Let’s Recycle and Environment Agency
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2022 Plastic PRN/PERN spend categories

Source: Environment Agency

2022 Total

Infrastructure and capacity £74.5m

Funding collection £68m

Reduction in price and 
developing new markets £62m

Costs of complying with the 
regulations £5m

Retained for future investment £16m

Developing communication 
strategies £2m

TOTAL £228m

Total 2022 Plastic 
PRN Revenue:

£228m



Plastic Packaging Exports 2017 - 2022 (England)

Source: Environment Agency

43.5%

60.9%

77.4%

86.6%

94.1%

83.8%

56.5%

39.1%

22.6%

13.4%

5.9%

16.2%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

OECD Non-OECD



2022 Plastic PRN/PERN income 
spend declaration UK vs Export
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Total 2022 Plastic 
PRN/PERN Revenue for 
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£228m



Plastic PRN/PERN income spend declaration
2013 – 2021 comparison
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£261,725,462 £269,218,053 £264,488,437 £17,946,706 £78,505,722 £8,714,087

Source: Environment Agency



Plastic PRN/PERN income spend declaration 
2013 – 2022 comparison
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Plastic PRN/PERN income spend declaration
2013 – 2022 comparison

Source: Environment Agency
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Plastic Packaging PRN/PERN 
2022 Update
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