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With almost 400 delegates in attendance, the RECOUP Annual Plastics Recycling Conference
discussed topics across the whole of the plastics resource and recycling value chain, including
the issue of litter & leakage in to the natural environment, the future debate of Deposit Return
Schemes (DRS) and Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR).
Stuart Foster announced the
rebranding of RECOUP’s consumer
facing initiative as Pledge2Recycle
Plastics and encouraged Local
Authorities to contact RECOUP for
assistance in any future plastics
recycling campaigns and to gain
access to free resources.
Stuart Foster, RECOUP
Prof. Margaret Bates, who
chaired the morning session,
emphasised the need for a
sensible debate in the UK
about packaging, pointing
out that not all plastics are
created equal. She also
commented on the future DRS
debate that “people need to
Prof. Margaret Bates,
be driven and incentivised”
The University of Northampton
and that “the system needs
not to be the cheapest, but
one which is future proof and
robust”.

Fiona Onasanya
Peterborough MP Fiona Onasanya
stressed the importance of
addressing
the
immediate
effects plastic is having on the
natural environment needs to
be addressed, explaining “we
really need to think about this,
I am not against plastic, but we
need to look at how recyclable
it is, which is why I asked to be
here today”.

The topic of plastic leakage into the natural environment and the
social norming that surrounds littering was discussed throughout
the day, with Elena Polisano, Campaigner at Greenpeace
challenging those present to ask themselves “what doing their
bit looks like whether you are a consumer, retailer, reprocessor,
or packaging producer” adding that “the plastic in the ocean was
an uncontrolled experiment and there is still much we do not
know, but the tap needs to be turned off”.
Elena Polisano, Greenpeace

Andy Rees,
Welsh Government

Shane Monkman,
ASDA

Chris Brown,
Clean Tech

Justin Kempson,
Charpak Ltd

The afternoon saw three breakout sessions, with
delegates able to access a session to reflect their
industry sector.
In the ‘Solutions from the Plastics Value Chain’ session,
Reckitt Benckiser, BASF, Ecoideam and Valpak outlined
their latest work and views, and Rob Thompson from
the Co-op announcing that they will eliminate ownbrand single use plastic from 2023.
The “Collections and Consumer Engagement – the
Way Forward” session included speakers from North
Lincolnshire Council, LNER, Viridor, TOMRA, Norfolk
Waste Partnership and RECOUP who all agreed on the
importance of getting it right.
The final breakout session, which was added after
member feedback was on ‘Films, Pouches and Flexibles’
and included speakers from Eastman, CEFLEX, AXION
and Plastic Recyclers Europe. Mike Baxter, RPC bpi,
who chaired the session, said that retailers and brand
owners needed to realise that recycled plastic pellet
is a premium product and does cost more to produce.

Colin Church,
CIWM

Stuart Hayward Higham,
SUEZ Recycling & Recovery UK

Clare Ollerenshaw,
London Waste and Recycling Board

Matt Hulland, ORP

Nick Brown,
Coca-Cola European Partners

The final session of the day looked at the future of
plastics resources, recycling and packaging, and the
changes we are likely to see in these areas. This included
debates on what future Deposit Return Schemes might
look like, how recycling could be measured and the
possible outcomes of EPR for both recycling and litter.

John Read,
Clean Up Britain

Throughout the day, the event embraced the
current work of many organisations in this space and
challenged all involved to make the most of the once
in a generation opportunities that are presenting
themselves. Change is coming, and we need to ‘Seize
the Day’.
It can be difficult to get the amount of food right for
such a big event, however, this year the leftover food
from lunch that could be donated was given to the
local food bank, and the RECOUP team ensured the
leftover pastries did not go to waste!

Joe Papineschi, Eunomia

